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Independent since 1991
Population: 2 million
Area: 20,272 km²
EU member since 2004

Basic education, 
2025/26
192,915 pupils
821 schools / units

Alps

Mediterranean coast

Pannonian Basin

Dinaric Mountains

Brown bears: ≈954 (spring 2025)
Wolves: ≈147 (2024/25)
Adult lynx: ≈50 (2023)
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A Nation Defined by
Culture and Education



The Ultimate Peace Dividend:
From Barracks to Classrooms



The Pillar of Education



COMPULSORY
PROGRAMME

35 weeks of lessons*

15 activity days
Equivalent to 3 weeks

Culture, science,
technology and sport

EXTENDED
PROGRAMME

Learning support

Interest activities

Optional subjects

After-school and
morning provision

SCHOOL
IN NATURE

Part of the
compulsory programme

Learning beyond
the classroom

Connects subjects
through experience

*Grades 1–8: 35 lesson weeks. Grade 9: 32 lesson weeks.

Outdoor Education in the
Basic Education Programme



The Institutional Engine:
Separating Policy from Logistics



Alpinism & Skiing

The Infrastructure of Learning:
25 Residential Centres



Our aim: every child can take part
in quality outdoor learning.

Quality and Equity:
Outdoor Learning for Every Child

Support that makes participation possible

Total System Cost

Public 
funding

Supports 
CŠOD

facilities and
staff

Ministry
co-financing

One cohort
each year

Extra 
support

Subsidies for
pupils facing

financial 
hardship

Family
contribution

Remaining
costs after

public support



School autonomy within the national curriculum
15 activity days: science, culture, technology and sport.
Schools can combine them into multi-day outdoor learning.

Cross-Curricular Synthesis
in the Field



The Hidden Curriculum:
Autonomy and Trust



Institutionalizing Safety
and Parental Trust



The Paradigm Shift:
Classroom vs. Systemic Nature Model



THE MINISTRY
Sets the framework

and provides funding

Quality and equity

SCHOOLS
Plan learning across

subjects and activity days

Professional autonomy

CŠOD
Provides facilities

and specialist support

Learning in practice

Our shared aim: quality outdoor learning that every child can access.

Outdoor Education as a
Shared Public Responsibility
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