
Learning for
Sustainability 

Florin Popa

DG EAC, European Commission





Learning in a changing climate
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85%
Of EU citizens consider 
climate change a 
serious problem.

Source: https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_1376

Greening Education Partnership | UNESCO

https://www.unesco.org/en/sustainable-development/education/greening-future?hub=761


The content and structure of Member States’ education and training 
systems remain the competence of the relevant national and/or 
regional authorities.

EU has a key role in supporting efforts to improve and modernisenational 
education systems.

Education at EU level



Supporting EU Member States with their reforms of 
education and training systems.

Enhancing synergies with other policy areas, such as 
research and innovation, social policy, employment and 
youth, as well as with EU funding instruments to 
better support national reforms.

Peer learning methods – Working Groups, e.g. WG 
schools on learning for sustainability.

Education and training monitor – progress towards 
targets and indicators. 

How does cooperation take place?



European Education Area

Union of Skills

How does cooperation take place?

Erasmus+



Focus topics

Quality, equity, inclusion and 
gender equality

Green and digital transitions

Supporting teachersand 
trainers

European 
higher education

Lifelonglearning and mobility

International 
cooperation in education



Council recommendation on learning 
for the green transition and 
sustainable development 
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Council recommendation on learning 
for the green transition and 
sustainable development 
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Providing opportunities to understand, engage with and value the natural world and its biodiversity

Strengthen, including through financial support, high-quality lifelong learning for the green transition and sustainable development

Facilitate learning methods and approaches that are collaborative, experiential, practically oriented and relevant to local contexts and 
traditions and support interdisciplinary and cross-curricular activities. 

Provide fact-based and accessible information on the climate, environmental and biodiversity crisis and its drivers

Develop problem-solving and collaboration skills; foster critical thinking, media literacy skills and systems thinking



Call to action for EU countries

make sustainability a central focus in education policies and programmes.

ensure all learners, in formal and non-formal settings, have access to sustainability education.

invest in green and sustainable equipment, resources and infrastructure.

support educators in developing their knowledge and skills to teach about the climate crisis and sustainability.



Working Group

https://wikis.ec.europa.eu/display/EAC/Learning+for+Sustainability



Working Group Outputs

https://wikis.ec.europa.eu/display/EAC/Learning+for+Sustainability



Massive Open Online Course (MOOC)

https://academy.europa.eu/



GreenComp describes a set of
sustainability competenceswhich
can helplearnersthink,planand act
withempathy,responsibility,andcare
fortheplanet.

GreenComp
the European sustainability competence framework



Competence areas

Embodying 
sustainability 

values

Embracing 
complexity in 
sustainability

Envisioning 
sustainable 

futures

Acting for 
sustainability





Sustainability knowledge

Highest in Denmarkand lowest in Bulgaria

Positive influence: parental educational attainment 



Curricula and activities 

All EU education systems include the topic of sustainability in their curricula:

• Most often in interdisciplinaryway
• Sometimes part of citizenship education 
• Rarely as a separate subject 

Only 48.0% of schools report that all eighth grade students can take part in activities related to 
sustainability.

Most prevalent: low-impact activities such as recycling (83.9%).

Less prevalent: action-orientedactivities such as projects involving gathering information 
outside school, such as interviews in the neighbourhood(13.1%).



Curricula and activities 

Where? 
- science subjects and geography, 

and to a lesser extent in 
citizenship education. 

- integrated into social studies 
(e.g. economics), history, 
technology and art and design.



Are teachers prepared? 



Sustainability values ≠ action 

Most common actions:
- Reducing use of 

electricity 
- Reducing food waste 



School Learning Environments for 
Sustainability

Creating sustainable school learning environments - Publications 

Office of the EU

School learning environments for sustainability in the EU -

Publications Office of the EU

Case studies on learning environments for sustainability -

Publications Office of the EU

A compendium of good practices for learning 

environments for sustainability - Publications 

Office of the EU

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/cc58fa68-7d7e-11f0-9af8-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/cc58fa68-7d7e-11f0-9af8-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/cc58fa68-7d7e-11f0-9af8-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/cc58fa68-7d7e-11f0-9af8-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/e8cdfd41-78b6-11f0-9af8-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/e8cdfd41-78b6-11f0-9af8-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/e8cdfd41-78b6-11f0-9af8-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/a3b1c32b-7d7f-11f0-9af8-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/a3b1c32b-7d7f-11f0-9af8-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/a3b1c32b-7d7f-11f0-9af8-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/fd4bdef4-7d7c-11f0-9af8-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/fd4bdef4-7d7c-11f0-9af8-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/fd4bdef4-7d7c-11f0-9af8-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/fd4bdef4-7d7c-11f0-9af8-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/fd4bdef4-7d7c-11f0-9af8-01aa75ed71a1/language-en


School Learning Environments for 
Sustainability

• Learning environments: include the natural environment on 
school grounds or outside

• Outdoor lessons (biodiversity observation, composting, 
gardening, etc.)

• Nature-based space must be intentionally integrated into 
pedagogy

• Student participation in designing and managing green 
spaces is crucial

• Equity challenges: benefits of nature-based learning may not 
be equally accessible to all students

• Need to support outdoor learning via sustainable design, 
funding, whole-school participation, and teacher training
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Outdoor learning

• Resilience, self-regulation & adaptability

• Collaboration and communication

• Systems thinking & sustainability competence

• Autonomy & initiative

• Wellbeing and concentration
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What is needed

• Intentional design & guided reflection

• Whole-school and systemic support

• Teacher education & capacity building

• Long-term funding and policy backing

• Quality assurance mechanisms
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Financial support through Erasmus+ 

Making school meals 
enjoyable and healthy 
for children and our 
planet.

SchoolFood4Change

Game-based learning and 
teaching programmeon 
sustainable development 

for cross-curricular 
education in secondary 

schools.

Up to you - Up to You!

Enhance green awareness for 
through arts and digital tools.

Welcome to Green Tales Project

https://schoolfood4change.eu/
https://uptoyou.socialsimulations.org/#goals
https://uptoyou.socialsimulations.org/#goals
https://uptoyou.socialsimulations.org/#goals
https://greentales.eu/


Any Questions?
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Learning for the green transition and sustainable 

development | European Education Area (europa.eu)

EAC-GREEN-EDUCATION@ec.europa.eu

https://education.ec.europa.eu/focus-topics/green-education/learning-for-the-green-transition
https://education.ec.europa.eu/focus-topics/green-education/learning-for-the-green-transition
mailto:EAC-GREEN-EDUCATION@ec.europa.eu
mailto:EAC-GREEN-EDUCATION@ec.europa.eu
mailto:EAC-GREEN-EDUCATION@ec.europa.eu
mailto:EAC-GREEN-EDUCATION@ec.europa.eu
mailto:EAC-GREEN-EDUCATION@ec.europa.eu
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